Government Property Division
Joint Office

INTRODUCTION

The roles of the Joint Office are:

- managing and administering the immovable estatesfemed to Government by the ecclesiastical
authorities in terms of the Ecclesiastical Entifféoperties) Act, Chap. 358;

- validating and verifying the data being transfetied by the ecclesiastical entities to deterntireexact
value of all the properties transferred so thanicessary adjustments will be made to the origimaunt
of Lm28,067,000 which the Government issued in Boimdterms of the 1991 Agreement with the
Ecclesiastical Authorities;

- to register at the Land Registry all the propertidich it administers, as well as those retainedhiay
ecclesiastical entities.

In 2006, the following properties were alienated:

As per 1996 Scheme 17
As per 2002 Initiative 403
As per original deed 22
Through Tenders/Exchange/Direct Disposal 65
Total 507

In terms of Article 2 of the agreement between@o¥ernment and the Holy See, 13 portions of land in
Birkirkara, Fgura, Kirkop, Luga, Msida, &iewi, Zabbar andZebbig (Malta), having a total area of
25,262m?2 were transferred to the Housing AuthdritylLegal Notice Nos. 242 and 284 of 2006 to be
allocated for social housing projects. The Joiffic®also transferred 11 vacant or substandanchiges to

be rehabilitated under the Urban Regeneration Sehmnthe Housing Authority utilizing funds provided
by the European Union for this purpose. These waresferred by Legal Notices Nos. 85/2006 and
108/2006. All the properties were transferrecheoiousing Authority at a nominal price.

Plots of land were transferred to Enemalta Corfmrdibr the construction of substations. The Depant
also received and processed requests for the rigoogaf emphyteutae and tenants in their respectiv
properties.

By the end of the year, the Joint Office had resxbit, 765 applications for the redemption of groterd
and for the purchase of leased premises. Thitedstom the announcement, made by Governmehein t
Budget Speech for the year 2002, that the Goverhwas putting on the market all the properties dpein
administered by the Joint Office and which areegitksident-occupied or used as a summer residence.

Of the 3,472 applications processed so far, 670cagipns were invalid and a further 2,505 appltsan
were informed of the amount of redemption or ofdblling price, as determined by established Guitand
297 applicants were given an interim reply. Withi@w to hastening the process, the Joint Office$a
out to architects in private practice the valuatboertain properties.



The Joint Office is also processing applicatiorteireed by February 2001 in terms of a scheme wigereb
persons occupying government-owned land for agull purposes without title were given the
opportunity to regularise their position.

During 2006, the transfer of information from théu@ch Administrative Offices to the Joint Office
regarding properties transferred to the Governrogrine Church continued at a steady pace. Upeto th
end of the year, 24,431 forms concerning propeitts] in Annex 8 of the Church/State Agreementewe
forwarded to the Joint Office by the ecclesiastidlties.

A large number of correction forms had to be raisecconfirmed regarding this information, which
corrections, have to be approved by the Control i@iti@e in terms of Section 4(2) of the Agreement.
These corrections entail additions of propertiesivertently left out of the Annexes to the Agreetnen
deletion of others that were erroneously incluéed, correction to the capitalised amounts of ptegser

In 2006, the Control Committee approved 1,507 eddtcorrections. The Committee also signed 3giriyo
forms, thus confirming the final amount due todhelesiastical entities in respect of the propedimcerned.

During 2006, the Joint Office continued to recamdiie values of properties previously owned by9®e
different ecclesiastical entities. During the yir Joint Office verified and determined the exadtie of
the properties transferred to the Government ofrenaine such entities, bringing the total of resied
entities at 47.

The Department continued with the registration rofpprty with the Land Registry in terms of Cap 358.
During the year, 877 properties were registerdue r€lated work entailed the drawing up of relagilzns.
This brought the total number of properties registeas on 31 December 2006 to 10,552. The follpwin
figures show the number of properties registereshguhe past three years:

Registered Properties 889 731 877

Besides the collection of rent of leased properties Department identified properties available fo
disposal in terms of the Disposal of Governmentd_Ant. The following figures show the comparative
figure of revenue collected during the past thesy.

Lm Lm Lm
Rent 502,675 511,702 513,211
Sales 1,668,328 1,836,297 4,653,995
Total 2,171,003 2,347,999 5,167,206

50% of the amount of rent collected during 2006swiad of arrears. This was the result of an
enforcement exercise undertaken by the Departmeatijunction with the Land Department.



The Control Committee is a body set up in terméntitle 17 of the 1991 Agreement between the Holy
See and the Government of Malta. Two memberseoCimmittee are nominated by the Holy See and
two members are nominated by the Government ofaMalthairmanship of meetings is by rotation. The
present members representing the Government cdMailte nominated in January 2002.

The functions of the Control Committee are promgand monitoring the correct and timely applicatbn
the provisions of the above-mentioned Agreementt pétrticular reference to the approval of corr@stio
to the Annexes; the alienation of property andartigular the issue of bonds in favour of the Faiiah
for Church Schools.

With the amalgamation of the Joint Office withire t&overnment Property Division, at the beginning of
2002, the Joint Office worked hand in hand with ltaead Department, which is responsible for thellega
aspects of government property management, andvalsthe Estate Management Department, which is
entrusted with the role of promoting the effectmanagement of Government immovable property. This
co-ordination and related co-operation with thege other departments falling under the Divisions ha
been essential for uniformity in adopting the comrpolicies of the Division.
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